J Hughlings Jackson joined the staff of the National Hospital, Queen Square, in 1862, two years after its foundation, initially under the tutelage of the mercurial C E Brown Sequard . At Queen Square he later overlapped with Sir William Gowers (1845-1915) until he retired in 1906. 4 Many of his scores of papers in obscure journals were collated after his death by James Taylor. 4 5 He never wrote a book, despite urging by Osler and others; indeed, he was in the habit of ripping up books, which he read voraciously and indiscriminately. 4 But many of his papers are classics. Kinnier Wilson was the recipient of 35 Jackson reprints, some quite old, many with autographed dedication to Wilson, which must have been given ( fig 2) to Wilson at Queen Square between 1904 and 1906. He had all the Jackson papers bound in two volumes, together with the second and third Jackson memorial lectures by Hitzig and Broadbent. The one book in the Wilson Library from Jackson's own collection (if there ever was one) is Paul Richer's Hystéro-epilepsie, 1881, from the Salpêtrière in Paris, with an inscription to Jackson.
Jackson's seminal clinical work on cortical functions 6 7 was complemented by the experimental studies of Sir David Ferrier (1843-1928) [8] [9] [10] initially at Sir James Crichton Browne's (1840-1938) West Riding Lunatic Asylum at Wakefield, and published in the Asylum Reports, a journal also used by Jackson, until he, Ferrier, Crichton Browne, and J C Bucknill founded the journal Brain in 1878. Ferrier also served as a physician at Queen Square from 1880 to 1907 but was rated only a moderate clinician by Sir Gordon Holmes, 7 although a great experimentalist. The abrasive Hitzig 1 denied even that in his 1903 Jackson memorial lecture-but not so Sir Charles Sherrington. 8 9 
Ferrier's ''monographs'' in the library
Besides seven books inscribed to Ferrier by the authors, the main identifiable Ferrier component of the Wilson library are 24 bound volumes of monographs of around 700 pages each, each with between four and 20 items, mostly French and German in the early volumes. The range of his interests is very wide indeed; there is no thematic or chronological order. The first of the four items in volume I of the monographs is inscribed by himself ''David Ferrier Edinburgh 1865'', the year he started the study of medicine: Seele und leib (soul and body), a posthumous German translation from the Dutch anatomist, alienist, and vitalist JLC Schroeder van der Kolk (1797-1862). Seele is there best considered as soul, rather than mind or psyche, as van der Kolk argues for its existence from the rallying of the dying mind, on occasion, in anticipation of dissolution. The second in this volume is a philosophical treatise La logique de l'hypothèse, the third Du froid en thérapeutique, and the last L Traube's 1867 lectures on cardio-respiratory diseases. Volume II still contains a skull shape study by Rieger (1882) based on phrenology, but subsequent volumes become more neurological and psychiatric. There are many early French titles on hysteria, and on crime and insanity, in German, one of 400 pages, also an American one on the mind of the assassin of President McKinlay.
Flechsig and others feature at length on the brain-mind relationship, and Ferrier's own Croonian lectures on cerebral localisation are included in French. This is also the topic of 316 pages on coordination by O Foerster 10 years before he shifted from neurology to neurosurgery. Neuroanatomical papers are by the young Sherrington (1892) on the lumbosacral plexus, and by Ramón y Cajal on the medulla (1896), the optic chiasm (1899), the motor (1900), and on the auditory cortex (1902) . Disease descriptions are Charcot and others in early contributions on motor neurone disease; an illustrated 310 page monograph on acromegaly is dedicated to Ferrier; there are many long treatises on neurosyphilis. Freud's psychology features in the later volumes but there is also his early neurological monograph of 1893 on cerebral diplegia. Ferrier was one of the organisers of the second international congress of experimental psychology in London in 1892, and included many reports.
The beginning of neurosurgery is exemplified by two long illustrated French texts: Lucas-Champonnière as early as 1878, and Chapault and Lande (1897), the latter with the new x ray pictures. There are quite a few oddities among Ferrier's monographs: almost 500 pages on Lustseuche (sexual plagues) in antiquity by J Rosenbaum in a fifth edition of 1892-but mostly left uncut; a Paris 1887 text Les courants de la polarité dans l'aimant (magnet) et dans le corps humain by Chazerain where magnetic and galvanic stroking serves as a panacea; and a less bizarre handbook on manipulations by Naegeli (1898); also books on Mormonism and witchcraft. Lastly, the library contains his own writings: the excellent short Aphasia of 1926, but not his interesting Modern problems in neurology of 1928. But there are the two posthumous editions of his Neurology, 3 published by his brother-in-law Ninian Bruce in two volumes in 1940, and re-edited in three in 1954, with an important section on aphasia by Russell Brain. It remains a splendid source book for the early history of neurology.
The 1500 books
The Edinburgh Royal College of Physicians also holds Ninian Bruce's own collection of about 500 titles, mostly neurological, but much less distinguished than the Kinnier Wilson library, which allows insight into some of the interrelations of the great in neurology in a great era, and into the apostolic succession in British neurology from Hughlings Jackson to Ferrier and Sherrington on the scientific side, and on the clinical side to Gowers and Kinnier Wilson.
